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  Regarding the standardization of A1c value, we measured 
A1c by ion-exchange high-performance liquid chromatogra-
phy using an automated analyzer (Variant II
TM; Bio-Rad Labo-
ratories, Hercules, CA, USA), which has already been aligned 
to the Diabetes Control and Complications Trial (DCCT) ref-
erence standard and certified by the National Glycohemoglo-
bin Standardization Program [1,2].
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